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Governments which are liable to be involved in the conflict, requesting
them to refrain from having recourse, in any event and circumstances,
to aerial bombardment of civilian populations.

The French Government highly appreciates the spirit which inspires
the step taken by Mr. Franklin D. Roosevelt and affirms its intention
to conduct hostilities, if war should be imposed upon it as a result of
German aggression, in strict conformity with the laws of warfare, and
to do everything within its power to spare civilian populations the
sufferings which modern warfare can involve. It is in this spirit of
humanity, which has ever dictated in all circumstances the conduct of
the French Government, that orders have already been given to the
Commanders-in-Chief of all the French forces.

These orders exclude in particular the bombardment of civil popu-
lations and restrict aerial bombardment to strictly military objectives.

It is, of course, understood that the French Government reserves
the right to have recourse to any action it may consider appropriate
if its adversary should not observe the restrictions which the French
Government has itself imposed upon the operations of its own Air
Force.

No. 334

M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs,
to M. WALTER STUCKI, Swiss Minister in Paris.

Paris, September 1, 1939.
SIR,

I beg to acknowledge receipt of the Swiss Government's declara-
tion of neutrality of which you have notified me to-day. I take due
note of this communication.

The French Government, so far as it is concerned, will not fail
scrupulously to respect the neutrality of the Swiss Confederation and
the integrity of the territory of that Confederation, in accordance with
the treaties of 1815 and their complementary obligations.

I am, Sir, etc.,

GEORGES  BONNET.

No. 335

M. CORBIN, French Ambassador in London,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

London, September 1,  1939.

(Received by telephone at 5.30 p.m.)

MY recent telephonic communication with the Political Department:
Sir Alexander Cadogan has just apprised me of the instructions
which the British Government propose to send to Sir Nevile Henderson,
and which he will be requested to cany out at 5 o'clock in the:
afternoon.